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COVER STORY  swmremmess

Can Your Kid Solve the Rubik’s

g .

Help Your Kid Become ‘ {}g -
!

an Intellectual Whiz }

ve the puzzies w many RuUbik's
Cubes have you given him
Maybe you don't see 1his Qs Q DiIg JeQ
t's said that no more than four pecpie in 500 In the world can solve the RUDIK
Sube
It's also said that some math teachers cannot do the Rubik's Cube
v's said that playing with the Rubik's Cube helps kids becoma more 1oCUs acd. sTortar
NG MOre sall-C anfigent
It's said that ploying with Rublk's Cube can foster patience it Kids ang make them
more logical and thougntiul
It's said that a ten veat old kia can master a nck 0 time It e o sha |5 tought the
solution of the Cube
t's said that o parent who can solve the Rublk's Cube will be consiaerad ne CocC =il

and egsiest to communicate with, In 1he w stid. Perhops, somea of you are now

2 yO
prepoting 1o thtow this mogazing oway after reqding hese woras
Walt! Now th iter of this article is happy to share his axpertisa In the rcks and

owledge of the RUDIK'S Cube. That is, i you are eogéer 10 leam. FOr 1egisiration

a vour emall 1o gmnews007@gmall
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emember the scene hrom the movie

The Pursult of Happiness®', where Will

Smiith Is playing with a Cube? The Cube
movament mode a strong comeback world
wide in 2003. Many new vatiotions have
emerged sincea hen. Howevet, it still remains
an inteleciual spor for the privilegad few until
this day because of Its compiexty compared
o hraditional board games. 50, how does
e Decome an expert with the Cube? With
hat queastion in mind. VillasLife infer
Danjon Chen, a fomer world champion of
Biindfolded Cube Solving and Represantative
of the Waorld Cube Association
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WOs Officult 10 soive, aven for nimsert
hat's when he coma up With an e
10 MOkE I IO O oV,

The RubiK’s Cube hos been consicesd
8 the most powerul Duzse In he mon-
bnd. A nomal (3x3x 3) Rubiks Cute
con have 43.252.003,274,469.856,000
diffacant positions. To put s INo pat-
spachve. I avery pemmutation of @
Rubics Cube was Ined up and 10 end
f would streich out cppeodimotely 250
SoN! yaors

The Rutk’s Cute mania began works-
wice n 1980, Snce fmen, § nos been o
not 100IC 1or mathamatics. Today the
RUbik's Cube hos baecome g house-
nold woed and has been usad os ©
metaphot In political, egucationol,
and economic contaxts a3 wall as In
NUIMEOUS COMooNS. It OO represents o
nNew culture of Infelipance ond Duznias
However, with most paopie still having
foubio soiving the RUDK's Cube a Ru
Di’s Cude backiash fist begon n the
US. around 1962, Some comenvatves
who couiart sove e pLUzne clameaa

T 2RSS

CANYOUR KD SOLVETHE RUBIR'S CUBE?

10 “sash he Cube”™ ar e ime. Wim
he founding of the World Cube As.
sociation (WCA| in 2003 along with
the populariaahion of the Intemngt. the
Rubi’s Cube seems 10 have found i
second Ife In the wong, Mony omaz-
INng new puiries waie ogoin paing
designea ond looncatad. followad by
many new ions

As Emo Rubik recoliacts his stoses with
he Cube, he says "Timea hos shown
that two decigsions | mode over 30
YEOIT OQO were me ngnt onas. The fist

was 10 create the Rubik's Cube The
$ECONG CACHOoN wWos 10 Ihoe Mo
SUNS with e wona. The Cube remoins
Q singie Unit. despits ity many franstor
matons. What s radally intemsting for
me & not my Cube as on object, but
5 ESOIONEND Wwith the user ond espe
SOy milkons of cubes with milions of
usern
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[ Ten Most Memorable Cube Masters
N g RIS ST PPN

Emo Rublk JE/RE - MR

David Singmaster X T - SREWN
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Katsuhiko Okamoto R &R S
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Top Ten Fun Cubes
+RRSFRHNS
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dx4=4 Cube
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Revenge Cube

ra Ty Revenge

The Rubil's Revencge (OMO Lown
Gl he Moo Cutboj s e dx 4 x4
veson of e Rubks Cute Unlks
0 ongnal puzie Iona e 5% 5
Cuba), I has no fuad focats e
Contre focon (fTour par foce| oe
e 10 MOve 10 Gifssant DOSSoNs
which mokes It oven harder 1o XRPRERS

o Thats how # got the nome  Axis Cube

™0 frubics 3‘-,‘0,-,?, Deeprea Dy Asa (o Comon
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Curvy Copter

ZRETERY
Professor Pyramin

Domgrast Dy Y fvocmpo.

Square-1(Sg-1) Master Saewt
2] Ty S0l Mrled 7Y Derignead by Kateunine

o 1 RODey RTTER

Gaar Cube AEEUAN
Designea by Owst van Dino 3=3«3
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ntellectual Welfare Volunteer

An Exclusive Interview with Danjen Chen,
Represegtatlve for the World Cube Association
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CEAFRESREN
CANYOUIRRKID SOLNETHE RUBIK'S CUR

MFELRTFERBR. AXZNSAXHENHSHAGREM SHHEM kS
‘Science is never boring, every civilization and all human progress shines with the light of
wisdom, science and technology
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KA SN HHE R INSOL Y
A Champion is Born
t hat - four peops

) J Ty
" e
&y nom
Qur life is like salving a Rubik's Ry ) R
Cube, regardless offhow compléxit =
5, vou will always be able to Salve s
it as long as you're patient enougite A eshone

figure 1t out and saarch for its laWs
but the key s if voudare to try
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proctices This excited him enotmously
Cs he knew thot now all that was keft 10
00 10 creote his Own Wwoid oot wos
o aftend o competition held by he
wona Cuba Associanon

Danjon Chen lalled to aftena me
Guangmmou Rubiics Cuba Compatition
in October 2007, becouse of aca-
gamic regsons. He manoged 10 foke
port in he saiing Open N Decembe
2007 ong estobished o new wond 1e-
cora of | menute ana 10.81 seconas
"The woy ond speed you use 1o soive
the Cube when biingdloided Is quite
ciffatent trom all the others ™ Danjon
Chen told us, “Spaticl magination
PIaYs an Impoian! 1ok when you proc
fice in binatoicea song. One rmestaka
can eod 10 the final folure most timed.”
What reclly surprise Ul however, & thal
1ather thaon using the popular CFOP
method as other axpats might, Dan-
jon Chen chasa 10 Ioliow he common
SOIUNON. [HI3 DES! DINSIOINBA 1SCOoMm 1§
1626 seconds using the CFOP meth
o)

Danjon Chen thinks practicing
plingtolded soiving can halp shope
o pemnon's charactar, and bullg his
ot het confidence. i 1egQuIes you 10
be oftantive and focused with eoch
step, when you periomm for peopla
you neead o hawe conficence, It wons
fo reduce mistakes. What's more
piinctolged salving Increqses your
abilty in spatior tinking. With enougn
dedication ond contidence evervonad
Can Hecoma ¢ word champson *

Intellectual Welfare Volunteer
In 2008, Chos Krueger inviiad Dangan
Chen 10 be the teprasentalive of 1he
World Cube Association In Beljing
whete he wos then promaoting the
Cube movement n Ching

“My role hos changea since then.”
Danjon Chen soa. “As g apresentative
tor the non-prolil arganization
Woild Cube Associotion, my main
iesponsibitas center on e promation
of the Rubik's Cube In Chinc and
me orgonizaton and ceritication of

52 WWW.VILLASLIFECN

the officicl competition. My 10sk 3 10
provide setvice 1o cube enthusiosts
ond organis varous octivities, rathe:
than to participote in the gomes
mysedt”

witn Donjon Chen’s efforts, the
octvitios of he Ruok's Cuoe In Basng
wate In the forefiont of the wotia
Competitions coried oul In Bealling
such os Mastermomhlxc ore Not even
neudged in the Worla Cube Associohon
offcicl compaton catagory yet

Lea by Danjon Chen. many cube
axperrts iIn Ching hove baen Invitaed
os spacial guests by CCTV and other
meciot cutturg! avents, Different from
simply being o cube pigyer, Domon
Cren's wok 5 mora of g voluntary oct
out ol his love for the Rudik’s Cube, As
more and mote people bagan o
pay attention 10 pubiic environmentol
wellare, paihaps intellectual wellore
Qis0 COlis 10r SOMe affention

Danjon Chen s not only active in the
promotion of the Cube and |15 com-
peatitions. B s ciso concemed with the
popularzation of iIntallectual cuttiue In
Ching. As he pointed It Ot In the nter-
view, ‘the ubik's Cuta s rmore than
jus' @ muscle or speed spont. Unformy-
nalely. paopie often lum O DING ave
fo s othee qualities” in 2010, Danjon
finished tronsiating The Cube, ooy |t
hos become O milestons In e DODU-
joreofion ang promotion of he Rubi’s
Cuoe n Ching

No pain. no gain. The Rubik's Cube
movament has seen ropid develop-
mant in Ching over the last four 10
fve yoors. I1s domestic ployers hove
eochea thousends in China. Previousy,
Guongaong wos fhe s@aaabed 101
e Rubis Cube In the ecriar stoges
Them are also fang In Hong Kong and
folwvon os well DUt thaene Ore reiotively
fawet fans in other ports of Ching. To-
gay, the numbear of Cube fans In
Beding. Snanghol, Nonjing ana amer
piaces in Ching gQuickly begon 10 e
as many Cube axpeds hove ameged
In foct. not just Cude fors toks pont In
vorious compatifions. Os many pacpe

‘Even I you've never struggieda

nave begun fo collect the Rub
Cupe gnd some hove even sianed
gesgn ond invent new Cubes on t
own
Danjon Chen's occhlievements
promote the Rudi's Cute n China ¢
unprecedentad. As o mofter of 1o
intelectual wellara work still remos
naw issue to ail. Denjon Chen's
with the Intellectual wellare in C
nas by 1o proven 10 be the me
stiking ond effective

Fell in love with the history
science

Danjon Chen dian't stop with
ochievements He hos doveiopes
strong iInferest n the history of 5o
while woring on s PnD

Tronsiaton of The Cube hos gred!
fiuenced Danjon Chen. The interes
Informative storles and histaries of
Rubik’'s Cube ond other puzies In
DOOk giong with the amazing
WISOOm and e great cham of i
ture. cppeals greaty 10 Danjon O
and his readens
Emo Rublk nimsal! wictas an INtod
tion 10 The Cute. Mortin Garaned
mer “Mathamatical Games” co
for Scenninc Amencon, ana Wil S
Puzriemastet at NPFR ana cross
aditor for The New York Times b
wrote recommendotions 1o the f
Ihe Cube cuthor Jerry Slocum
specificolly written o prefoce 10
Chinese vemon. Jary Siocum , 0g
Singmastar. Wei-Hwa Hueng, O
Gabhardt. Geert Hellings co-ad
ong-compiled Tha Cube. It basd
incluges ol the world's most o
Cubée mastes,

Rubik’'s cdaictive cube. you'll fi
hard to stop eoding Jerry's 1osc
ing history ond relishing its mo

pictutes®, Just 0s Martin Garanes
commented on e Dook, he C
of mamemancal gomes not ony
peals to his young Chinese oocio
It olso brought him a SHoNg 6
occompishment, ™ would hove
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Official World God's Algorithm

Rubik’s Cube Compatition _l: % 2&

God's cigorinm i @ notion CAgINating In discussions of ways 10 solve
i Rubi's Cube puzie. It refer 10 Ony CIQOINm wWhich DIOCUCEes a Solunion No

%

" | ) 1he lewest possible number of moves. Ihe Idea being Iha! an omnisck
- ‘ | baing would know e oolimal NUMDEr Of $eps om any given conhiguratio
‘ “ An cigotithm for finding ophimal solutons 1o the Rublk's Cubbe was pubiishs
In 1997 by [Bchara Ko, While It hod baan known since 1995 mat 20 wae

lower bounaaty of the number of moves for the solution In the worst
it wos proven In July. 2010 mnough axtensive computer caiculations ot
‘ configuration requites more than 20 moves. Thus 20 is 0 Sha uDper bounaa

on the length of cpNMA! Solutions. This NUMDE? 1§ kNowN Cs GOd's NUMbet
BER=NKRSTEAS, M\ENPRRARS D" E—EHER TRS

Speed Solving #F7 ! ER=1+8%, AT ERSRGEEY L@ 2R | 201087H, 28
Speeasohing. O SoBeccUbIng I the octvey : o = : - %
Of SOMNG O Tutoks Cubn Or ed putzie o HERTMHESRNBEEWTIVER TS @, sEncERESHAS

QUICKY O3 DOssiRe. SOsacCUDINg 8 Ihe most
POPUIST OCtvily omong Mé Intemationa
Rubics Cube communty. It roquites oty of
PIOGICe ONa meamonang of e cffarent
fonrmiuas on he pioyers port. Speedouting
COTDOMCN 1§ fonse DUt 1% Of fuN 1O woeh
ARREAETEASAGHRNNE

RNARREEnTAERS H$ITAER
S BERABREERAERS @M ESE
> ‘m'.;‘?'¢|.;h.ﬂ7
L“.".!: oo

HUE20S = REM, rWZit=20

Blindfolded Solving WP

Biinotoidec Solving Ik the discipline of
memoiing e DOSRons of O Durie hen
soving hem withou! Iocking ot the puse
ogoin. The fimes (0t thede evernts must
INCUde COM e Mamomahion #oge ona
ihe solving stoge. Bingtolds are used 10
Biock o Cuters vision oumng DIncsoving
Blinatoided Solving Imptoves O pason's
mMemcey GNd INCRcEot il moginanon

CHERREMMERERRS, 15 AW
BENAS=2n, anSECANS
AR SNEN, ESRENAR—1
A s L L LI LI

Fewest Moves Solving VS ER
Fewest Moves Soving I on even! whor
compeiicn afternpt 10 0 G puzie In o8
fow moves o1 posse. Soriing fiom o gven
scrorrpie. The Dest resut! 0000y 8 20 moves
DUt NOt sveryOng B LD Tor s Chalenges
B—4tTLLEREFARVE2RERE
=R, BRCEARIPW|E202, EFE
B AEE A ENAT T

One-handed Solving B35

Soiving e Cubo wsing o sngle hona
M-S amgnEmes

Solving With Foet IB%9
Soving the Cubo with your feet
HEIRSRTNLE
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CANYOUR KID SOLVETHE RUBIK'S CUBE?

How Many Children Can Solve the
Rubik's Cube?

BA B0 N2 EBET ?

IS4 1900 4

== 41550 %

ERETH 13007 &
EEFNRTH100T=E
WA EE 1 BOOW = seeess
ESMNITR AT & ¥

TEE DML MhnoE

RIN\TE2012F¥HD—ANFFRZANNAG LR,
RAREF AT, CFTRTUASERAWARAT,

Intematonal School of Bapng nas 1900 stuocants

Wastem Acodemy of Bailing has 1550 studants

Dutwich College Baging has 1300 stucients

Sitisn Schood of Baljing has 1400 stucents

Baiing New Takent Acodermy hos 1800 students

We gl giving free lessons on tha cks angd mnowlecge of e Rubik's Cude
YOU COn Oi50 510N OUt omong he infeéllectudl onsiocrons

We are going to hold a Rubik's Cube competition among international schools
in 2012, If you decide to learn, start now. Soon you will become a team member
of the Rubik's Cube in school.

BENRAH:. (XAXAR) |the Cubetit M |

% RS e NKTFE. naR
. . ROEREEFN " " '

) = g - & . “R
Bow

» 8 A5x P
' N =9 |

Rl
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Fun Facts on thy Best Records
of the Rubik's Cube

ARNRGZR

Youngest Rubik's Cube Solver
BHhBERE

Chinete gitl Xie Enwl [Dom in Mairch 21
2003}, 3 yeors ans 125 Ogys ol i the
younges! Rubik's Cube solvet, This Is
moooad 1 Guimeass Sook of 'Wora Fecoos
[The formet tecord holdat it John lsmonl
Ugeinod hom Norway. S yeonn ord 117 aon
oidt |

SRAEERR DI 1 UETS
1285, NRTHEESHACE —A%ur
ROIREBE (BES SYRII7L, HAS
= Ea John lernool Ugaitsod |

Slowest Rubik's Cube Solver

BEEINEH

Fot 24 yeore, from 1983 fo Jonuory 11, 2009.
Grofcen Porer fom e UK hod obmaed
Wit S0MNG the Rubics Cube. After 24 yoon
o $yng. Porer incly manoged 15 1oive he
Rubis Cube that confounded hem. and by
Song 1ot # Decome He BNoes? irme ohen
10 finish the Cube occoding 10 the Word
CLte AROCItOnN
MISBARM2MOEIRINE, EEETHE
R EZSERERSETRALG 2O
T. ENSTER. FRN2aTENNER
TR, SUERRLTHRELERANR
HEENA,

Youngest Rubik's Cube Blindfolded
Solvers

| S 25200 12

YU Do-Hyun, from South Koo, was he
youngest Rubil's Cube Biinctolded Sohvet
Ht Dost 5o 8 20 1econss which woi
ochieved whan he was onlv & veor ond 239
oy o

BEAEW CoMunEo YS9 xR TR
ERSAS, RERERLATHNRENE
S 20us 4,

Best Couples Record

=nes

In 2009, Focus Wang and his wita LI Yoou
from Seging achioved o come of 10.22
ond 15.47 econds ochisving the lotlest
COTRINED wond recond of 25.47 seconds
Dy & coutia This lecond Beoke the fomnoe
JO0Nese COupe by 11 secords

2000, SAFEEN | focutWang | BE
BRRI0.2Y, SRTSAR 15470 )
BAT "FR2RNERCNT \ENCS
B IEEIRENNENNERC
2. NAENRERS 1S,

Solving Rublk's Cube by Chinese
Chopsticks
AeFENARs

It's o known foct 1hat Chinete ule
chopaticia. Sut the Dest 1econd Ior s0MINg O
Mok Cube weng Chmese Croosfichs wos
howewet, ochieved by on Ametcon, Jushin
AuorG. HS Dest fecond s 48 31 secons
HETARSE )\ NS, TR TEAR
TR EESE \astn Acron S
. dMEsH,
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COVERSTORY oemrermmss

Instructions on the spot I 5 H 8

Step-by-step Instructions
to Restore the Cube

FTHEGE LA

s $i o= x R Xk % HEERT ~ 5 S E-mail:
amnews007@gmail.com’” =

Ne recently received compliaints from porants who say that e
Rublk's Cube solution posted online is simply oo complicated an

omplax tor them ang thelr chiigran 10 undeanstand ana follow. The

Rubik's Cube s 0 these dimensional 1oy, few pictutes of taxts oniine w
Nt Be enough 10 show you how solve the puzzie. Therefore, VillosUs
mogazine ls going to hold o special party tot this occasion - RUDN
Cube Playars Party ' We will nvite represertatives from the World Cuts
Association 1o come and exchenge ond share thait axpetiences will
g5 A lecture will also be given on the ticks and knowleage of Ih
Rubics Cube Attandess ars ree 10 ask all kinds of questions. VillasLl

wil hana out free Rubiks Cubes o soch affendee. To registet, emall §

amnews007@gmail.com

Rubik's Cube Players Party
WA Fnes

Orgonized by; Viaslife Mogrine. the Wodd Cube Associator
Event: Leciue on the hicks and knowiedge of the Rubis Cube ana

ntatoction with Iommat champions [Eoch young anencee wil be

gven g frea Rupks Cube

Date and Time: Fetruary 25 2012 |2.00-2 00pn

Location: ver Gonden Via O

Attendance Feeo: Faa of Chamge

Applicant Requitements: Al vila owners and resdaents who rocove
out MOoQOTNe

Emall Registrafion: ormnawsU0 7 Ggmal com
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